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Danger and Miſ chief 
O F 


POP E R V, Ge. 


N the Year 1706, an Addreſs from ſe- 
veral of the Gentry and Clergy in Lan- 
caſbire, was preſented to the Houſe of ib 
Peers by the then Biſhop of Chefter; Sir ll. 

William Dawes, complaining of the intoler- 

able Boldneſs of the Romiſh Prieſts and Pa- | 

piſts. Whereupon their Lordſhips repre- = 

ſented to the Queen, That 7 was ab/olutely' 1 

neceſſary, for the ſafety of her Majeſty's Royal | 

Perſon and Government, that a more watth-" 

ful Eye ſhould be *＋ over them for the Fu- 


2 ture, 


4 Dbe Danger and Miſchiefs | 
ture; and, for that Purpoſe, that a diſtiuR 
and particular Account ſhould be taken of all 
Papiſts and reputed Papiſts in the Kingdom, 
with their reſpeflive Qualities, Eſtates, and 
Places of Abode, Accordingly, the neceſſary 
Orders were given by her Majeſty for take- 
ing a ſtrict Survey of Popery, in tlie ſe- 
veral Counties of the Kingdom; and at the 
ſame Time a Proclamation was iſſued, for a 
vigorous Execution of the Laws againſt Pa- 


Plſts. | | 
In conformity to theſe Reſolutions, and 


to ſhew the Reaſonableneſs, or rather Ne- 


cellity thereof; an Aſſize Sermon was preach- 


ed by me, then Rector of Lambeth, from 


theſe Words of the Prophet Heſea (vii 9.) 
Strangers have devoured his Strength, and he 
knoweth it not; yea, grey Hairs are here and 


there upon him, yet he knoweth it not. This 
was then publiſhed under the Title Of the 


Growth and Miſchiefs of Popery. And the 
Growth of it being vilibly increaſed ſince that 
Time, and the Miſcbiefs too ſenſibly felt at 
preſent ; a few Extracts out of it, with ſome 
mall Variations to bring it nearer to our pre- 
ſent Circumſtances, may poſſibly be of ſome 
Ute to open the Eyes of our People, and to 
give them a clearer View than they ſeem yet 
to have, of the utter Inconſiſtency of Popery, 
{unobſerved and neglected, to the * it 
T Fee” | has 
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has been, with the Safety and Happineſs of 
this Proteſtant Country. g 

In the Chapter of which the Text is a 
Part, the Prophet is ſpeaking of the Children 
of Ephraim, and the miſerable Condition to 
which they had reduced themſelves by mixing 
with the Heathen Nations. He complains 
in the Verfe immediately before the Text, 1 
that Ephraim bad mixed himſelf among the 1 
People, that is, among the Egyptians and A, = 
Hrians; and what this Mixture was, we Y 
learn from ſeveral Parts of the Prophecy, 3 
where they are charged with (a) making Ima- 
ges and Idols, with (b) aſking Councils at their 1 
Stocks, and with (c) making many Altars to [ 
Sin The Egyptians and Ariane had taken ll 
the Advantage of the Indulgence and Encou- 
regement they found among them, and by 
the Benefit thereof had enticed many of the 
{ſraelites to join in their Idolatries. The Mil- 
chief whereof is expreſſed in the Text; That 
theſe Strangers had devorred the Strength they 
had, while they continued unanimous in the 
Worſhip of the True Gd. 
The terrible Effects of this their Indul- 
gence to Idolatry, and unconcernedneſs for 
the Worſhip of God, did not only come to 
paſs as it had been foretold, but the Prophet 
A 3 himſelf 


(a Hal. iv. 12. (6) viii, 11. (c) xiii. 2. 
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himſelf lived to fee it. By encouraging the 
Idolatrons Nations to the Prejudice of the 
true Religion, thzy had provoked God to 
Anger againſt them; and by ſuffering thoſe 
Nations to ſeduce ſv many of the {/raelites 
to Idolatry, they had exceedingly impaired 
their own. Strength; and fo, having made 
themſelves ripe for Deſtruction, the King 
of Myria, the Rod of God's Anger, found 


them an eaſy Prey, and carrying "them into 


Captivity, placed his own People in their 
Stead. 


Not to draw any /aboured Parallel between 


the Kingdom of Hrael with regard to Pagan 
Idolaters, and the Condition of theſe King- 
doms with regard to Popyb Idolaters; Thus 
much is certain, hat there is a People among 
us, whom we juſtly charge with Idolatry; 


That the Liberties they have taken for ſome 
Years paſt, have very much exceeded the 


Bounds which our Conftitution has ſet them,; 
That the Exerciſe of their Religion in all 
Parts of the Kingdom, has been carried on 
with much greater Boldneſs and Openneſs, 
than our Laws allow; That the Confidence 
of the Prieſts in their Attempts to ſeduce 
the Proteſtant Subjects of the Realm, has 
been beyond the Example of former Times; 
and, That preſuming upon the Lenity and 


Tenderneſs of the Government, they have 


actually 
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actually perverted many unwary and ignorant 
People. 

By theſe Arts and Methods, too little ob- 
ferved and attended to on our Part, have 
Strangers been ſuffered to corrupt our People, 
and devour our Strength; for in no other 
Light than that of Strangers, does our Con- 
ſtitution allow us to conſider Papiſts and Po- 
per y. Strangers to us in Religion; Strangers 


in Government; and Stran gers in Intereſt and 
Deſign. 


Wy They are Strangers to us in Religion. 
By their Idolatries and Innovations, by per- 
verting the Holy Scriptures and raiſing their 
own Traditions to an equal Authority, they 
have exceedingly corrupted the Faith and Doc- 
 trine of the Goſpel. Their Worſbip is over- 

charged with a vaſt Variety of Superſtitious 
Rites, in which the true Spirit of Devotion 
is ſwallowed up and loſt, they have changed 


the Subſtance for the Shadow, and, contrary 


to the Apoſtle's Rule, have made it a Wor- 
ſhip in the Letter, and not in the Spirit. 
Their Diſcipline is wholly exerciſed by Emiſ- 
faries from Rome, ſet up in Oppoſition to the 
Spiritual Governors of our Church, and act- 
ing under the immediate Direction and Au- 
thority of a Foreign Head. 
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And becauſe the Church of England has 
purged herſelf from theſe Idolatries, Super- 
ſtitions and Innovations, and rejecting their 
Traditions, has made the Scripture the Rule 
of her Faith, and has accommedated her Wor- 
ſhip to the Word of God, and the true Ends 
of Devotion, and delivered herſelf from the 
inſupportable Tyranny of the Papal Chair; 
By this Means we are become Hereticks and 
Schi/maticks in the Account of the Church of 
Rome; as ſuch, the Sentences of Excommu- 
nication is yearly denounced againft us by the 


Pope, and our Deſtruction is declared to be 


a meritorious Work, And that all this is not 
mere Form and Ceremony, but a Direction 
_ zealoufly purſued where ever it is practicable, 
ve ſee by the bloody Inquiſitions in ſome of 
the Popiſh Countries, with the terrible Perſe- 
cution upon the Proteſtants in a neighbouring 
Nation, and the ſwift Approaches to the fame 


Cruelties at Home, when that Spirit could 


ſhew itſelf with Safety, under the Influence of 
a Popiſh Prince. 


Far be it from us, to make this mercileſs 
Treatment of our Brethren, a Rule of our 


Carriage and Behaviour towards er's. We 
have not ſo learned Chriſt, as to thipk Fire 
and Faggot a fit Application to the Conſci- 
exces of Chriſtians, or to reckon the De- 

| ſtruction 
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ſtruction of their Bodies a proper Means for 


the Salvation of their Souls. But, merhinks, 


theſe Cruelties towards Proteſtants in other 
Nations, ſhould make the Papiſts in our own 


ſome-what mere modeſt and cautious ; at 
teaſt, they ought not to thick themſelves en- 


titled thereby to new and unfral Liberties. 


And though the gocd Nature and Religion 
of Engliſhmen forbid them to copy thoſe Ex- 
amples of Cruelty; we may well be allow- 
ed ſo far to ob/erve and remember them, 2s to 
be jealous of the Growth of that Religion 
among onrfelves, which in other Countries 
could animate the Profeſſors of it, to ſuch in- 
human Barbarities towards our Proteſtant 


Brethren. 


II. They are alſo Strangers to us in Go- 
vernment. Princes can have no Hold of the 
Members of the Church of Rome, while they 
own a ſupericy Head, who claims a Power of 


Abſolving Subjects from their Allegiance, 


and even Degrading and Excommunicating 
the Sovereign. And as this pretended Au- 
thority is chiefly exerted by the Pope againſt 


Proteſtant Princes, fo are their People prepa- 
red to receive, approve, and execute his Sen- 


tences, by another ungodly Doctrine, That 
no Faith is to be kept with Hereticks. And 
to what ſeditious and cruel Attempts, theſe 
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Principles have blown up ſome of the Mem- 
bers of that Church, can be unknown to 
none, who have looked into the Hiſtory of 
theſe Kingdoms, ſince the Beginning of 
Queen Elizabeth's Reign. 

It is to be hoped, that many of our Eng liſb 
Papiſts, having been born and bred in the 
ſame Air with ourſelves, and receiving their 
Protection from the eſtabliſhed Laws, have 
ſo good a Share of Tenderneſs and Gratitude, 
as to be Proof againſt theſe cruel Suggeſtions 
of the Emiſſaries from Rome. But it is alſo 
to be feared, that there will be a Number at 
all Times of Condition and Inclination deſpe- 
rate enough, to undertake ſuch Enterprizes as 
are agreeable to the Principles of that Church, 
and ſhall be judged by their Infallible Guide 
to be a ſeaſonable Service to the common 
Cauſe. And we may well ſuppoſe, that ſuch 
Diſpoſitions are the more Strong and Nume- 
rous, (in Proportion, as thoſe Emyſaries, ſo 
ſtrong and numerous) diſown the Title of the 
Prince, in Favour of a Pretender of their own 
Religion: and that they are yet more ready 
and zealous to engage their Followers in thoſe 
Principles, ſince the Nation, ſufficiently ſen- 
ſible that the Znglih Conſtitution will not 
thrive under a Popiſh Prince, have cut off 
their Hopes of a Popiſh Succeſſor for ever; 

| except 
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except ſome bold and deſperate Undertaking 
ſhall make his Way to the Throne. 

It is far from the Temper of the Engliſh, 
and the Nature of our Conſtitution, to make 
Men /#ffer upon bare Preſumptions : But at 


the ſame Time the Regard we owe to our- 


ſelves and our Conſtitution, calls upon us to 
be very /Fatchful, when we are ſure there is 
an Enemy in our own Bowels. When we 
find ſuch a Spirit moving among us, it be- 
| hoves us to obſerve narrowly which Way it 
moves and to what Degrees; that it may be 
kept under ſuch Reſtraints as the Safety of 
Church and State ſhall require. Their Princi- 
ples in Effect declare, and we are all abundant- 
ly convinced, that whatever Strength they have, 
will upon a fair Opportunity be employed a- 
gainſt us; and therefore it nearly concerns us 
to know the Extent of that Strength, and to 
be jcalous of the Increaſe of it. It is the Voice 
of the Nation, that we have no preſent or fu- 
ture Security, under God, but in the Proſpe- 
rity of his Majeſty's Arms, and the Succeſſion 
in the Proteſtant Line; and how then can we 
anſwer it to ourſelves, our Poſterity, or our 
Religion, if we make it not our utmoſt Care, 
that they who we are ſure have it in their Mill, 
have it not alio in their Power to ſhake or un- 
dermine thcſe Foundations of our Safety ? 


III. 
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III. Theſe two Oppoſitions, in Religion, 
and Government, ſuppoſe a third Sort, name- 
ly in Intereſt and Defign For the Spirit of 
that Religion is not wont to lie ſtill without 
Deſigns, much leſs to overlook any fair Op- 
portunities of ſerving them. If ever there 
was a Juncture that obliged the Papiſts in 
Prudence and Decency to more than ordinary 
Tenderneſs in giving Offence, it is now; when 

their declared Diſaffection to the Government 
makes them ſo liable to be ſuſpected, and 
when the Succeſs of heir Aims and Wiſhes 
would evidently be the Ruin of our Laws and 
Religion. And it were happy for the Nation, 
and perhaps for themſelves too, if their known 
Principles m Government and Religion were 
the only Teſtimony of their Deſigns. But 
this is a Happineſs not to be hoped for, while 
their Prieſts are ſo open and bare-faced in ma- 
king Proſely tes of the weaker Sort, and (for- 


getting how ſhamefully they were baffled in a 


tormer Reign, and how obnoxious they are 
to the Laws at this Day) have not been afraid 
to ſend Challenges to the Miniſters of our 
Church, on Purpoſe to carry off their Proſe- 
lyte in a kind of publick Triumph, after they 
have made ſure of him by private Arts: And 
further, while Prieſts and People rejoice at 
the Misfortunes of the Kingdom, and repine 

| | | at 
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at any public Proſperity and Succeſs, with 
ſach Freedom and Opennets as few other Na- 
tions would bear. In a Word, inftead of 
guarding againſt Suſpicions, and a prudent 
Care not to give Offence or Jealouſy (a Beha- 
viour that might well be expected in their 
preſent Circumſtances) too many among them 
ſeem to be trying what Degrees of Provocati- 


on the Government will bear. 


Theſe Practices (we may hope) are con- 
demned by the more prudent and modeſt Part 


of that Perſuaſion; who muſt therefore think 


it reaſonable, that che eſtabliſhed Conſtitution 
ſhould provide for its own Safety; and if that 
Proviſion ſhould happen to bring Inconvent- 


encies upon them, they will lay the Blame 
where it ought to reſt, that is, upon the in- 


temperate Zeal of the Emiſſmies from Rome, 
and of others whom they have been able to 
work into theſe provoking Meaſures, 


IV. We have already ſhown, how oppoſite 


they are in Religion and Government, and 


in all their Meatures and Deſigns, to the eſta- 
bliſhed Conſtitution of Church and State. 
And the Conſequence of this Oppoſition is, 


that what they gain, we loſe; whatever new 
Strength or Spirits we ſuffer them to get, are 


all drained out of our own Body. Every 
Proſcly te they make, immediately becomes 
Cur 


14 Tie Danger and Miſchiefs 


our profeſſed Enemy, not only in Religion, 
but in policy too; liſting himſelf at the ſame 
Time under two Foreign Heads, one in the 
Church, and tie other in the State. And it 
is generally obſerved, that ſuch Converts are 
more remarkably active and furinus in the Cauſe 
they have eſpouſed : Whether it is, that Fickle 
Heads are naturally fond of new Things, or 


tat the / think it for their Honour to make a 


a Show of a thorough Conviction. 

Indeed how ſhould they not become more 
aftrue and furizus, when ſuch Care is taken at 
receiving a new Convert into their Church? 
and ſach a terrible Oath adminiſtered to them! 
It is too long to be tranſcribed, and too 
ſhocking to be repeated, as may be judged 
from the Concluſion — © I do therefore ſay 
_ © upon my Oath, by God Almighty and 
ce theſe ſacred Goſpels, t that 1 will without 
„ wavering remain in the Communion of 
( the Church of Rome. And if I ſhall, by 
« any Occaſion or Argument divide myſelf 
* from this Unity, May I, incurring the 
“ Guilt or Perjury, be found condemned to 
eternal Puniſhment, and have my Portion 
& with the Author uf Schiſm in the World 
* to come.” 


cc 


So HELP me G0. 

God be thanked, it is only upon the Weak 
and Ig norant, that this Poiſon works. The 
| mere 
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more diſcerning among them, retain the ſame 
Deteſtation they ever had; of the manifold 
Corruptions of the Church of Rome; ard a 
very learned (d) Perſon of that Number hes 
publickly warned the Nation of the Boldneſs 
ard Succeſs of the Prieſts in makivg Con- 
verts, and tells us, from his own Obfervati- 
on, the Arts and Methods by which they car- 
ry on their Work, ard laments, that e 
Growth of Popery among us foculd be greater 


than formerly, notiwilliſlanding 4 e [ncreaſe of 
Penal Laws. 


V. The Truth is, thoſe Penal Jaws are fo 


much ſoftened, or rather laid aſide, by the 
Engliſh Clemency ard Good-nature, that it 


has lorg been the Wiſh of wiſe and conſider- 
ing Men, to ſee fewer Laws and more ef- 
fecual Execution. They have lived ſo long 
under the Terror of Penal Laws, and found 
ſo little Inconvenience from them, that it will 
be hard to convince them that the Legiſlature 
is ever in Earneſt. And yet I doubt theſe 


very Laws, being Part of our Eugliſb Conſti- 


tution, give a Handle to Evil- minded Men 
Abroad, to enlarge upon the Sufferings of 


their Engliſh Brethren; and ſo while in great 


Tenderneſs, we are ſuſpending our Laws at 
Home, 


d) Dr. H cks bi Ts Confer ence wwith a uw Prieft ; in 
the I reface. 
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Home, we are reproached abroad as the moſt 
cruel Perſecutors. I his is but an ill Return 
for the great Indulgence that their Brethern 
have found among us; which ſhould oblige 
both Prieſts and People, at leaſt to do PFullice 
to the Church of Exgiznd , by confeſſing, that 
as the feveral Lana they complain of, were 
firſt made upon ſome remarkable Attempts 
of the Papiſts againſt the eſtabliſned Conſti- 
tution of Church and State; fo nothing but 
freſh Provocations of the ſame kind has dri- 
ven the Eugliſb to the Execution of them. 
They know, that by the Laws of ſome other 
Countries it is criminal to be a Proteſtant, 
and that the moſt peaceable Behaviour is no 
Protection; and they Know as well, that it has 
not been the Papiſt as ſuch, but only the pro- 
uking, ſedilious, and tur Eutent Papiſt, who 
has found any Diſturbance from the Engliſh Go- 
vernment. To come to particulars ; 


VI. In the Infancy of the Reformation un- 
der Henry the Eighth, the great Work was 
to extirpate the Authority of the Pope, anc 
eſtabliſh the Supremacy of the Prince, Now 
both theſe the Point under our preſent Con- 
ſideration ſuppoſes to be (ſettled ; which is not, 
by what Means the Papal Authority was ex- 
cluded, but in what Way thoſe who adhere to 
the Religion of the Pope, have | been treated 

Ma 
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in a Country where his Authority was aboliſh- 
ed. And it is well known, that the Diſaf- 
fection of that Prince to the main Doetrines 
of Popery was not fo great, as to induce hin 
to any remarkable Hardſhips towards thoſe, 
who would at leaſt be ſilent under his own 
Supremacy. 

His Son King Edward the Sixth went fur- 
ther, and eſtabliſhed (e) an Uniformity of Ser- 
vice, and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments 
throughout the Realm; but that Law only en- 
joined the Miniſter to uſe this and not the 
Maſs Book; and the People, not to interrupt 
the Miniſter, or ſpeak againſt the Service. 
And when it appeared by Experience, that 
the (/) Miſſals, which had been formerly 
uſed, were a great Obſtruction to the Unifor- 
mity intended, they were only called-1n, to 
give a more free and eaſy Paſſage to the Ha- 
 pliſhed Service; without diſturbing either 
Prieſt or People in the private Exerciſe of 


their Religion. 


Notwithſtanding the bloody Reign of Queen 
Mary; fo far was her Succeſſor the glorious 
Queen Elizabeth from the leaſt Diſpoſition to 
Cruelty, that ſhe contented herſelf to reſtore 
the Supremacy and the Publick (g) Service to 
their former State — the Papiſts a 

| Share 
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Share 1n her Councils ; and, in a ſubſequent 
Law againſt the Pope's Authority, exempting 
Peers of the Realm from the diſabling Oath, 
and frequently declaring that no Subject who 
would live quietly and peaceably, ſhould be 
_ diſturbed on Account of Religion. | 
*Tis true, the ( Lawsafterwards grew more 
ſevere, but it was becauſe the Papiſts grew 
more ſeditious. To execute Bulls of Abſolu- 
tion and Reconciliation from Rome, or to receive 
Abſolution and Reconciliation in Virtue of 
ſuch Bulls, was made high Treaſon. But let 


the Hiſtory of the three preceding Years ex- 


plain that Law, and determine whether it was 
owing to the Severity of Proteſtants or the 
Sedition of Papiſts. There we find, that the 
Pope had granted Authority to (i) Saunders and 
others, to abſolve all the Eugliſb who would 
return to the Church of Rome, and that they 
were very zealous in the Work; That the 
fame () Pope had ſent his Bull into England by 
Morton the Prieſt, to anathematize the Queen, 
_ deprive her of the Throne, and abſolve her 
Subjects from their Oaths of Obedience; That 
in Virtue thereof, many of the People were 
withdrawn from their Allegiance, a dangerous 
Rebellion raiſed, circular Letters ſent to the 
Papiſts to riſe and aſſiſt in the Cauſe, and «7 
Bull 


(b) 13 Eli c. 1. (i) Cand. Ann. 1568. (k)—1569, 
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(D Bull itſelf publiſhed in the City, in a very 
open and inſolent Manner. 

Ten Years after, we find a new Enforce- 
ment of the Law againſt (in) Bulls; but it was 
becauſe the Prieſts had found new Devices to 
evade the former Law, and to carry on the 
Work of Alſolving and Reconciling by other 
Ways. We alſo find Penalties for ſaying and 
hearing of (n) Maſs; but we find in the Hiſto- 
ry of the ſame Time, that great Numbers of 
Prieſts were ſent into England and Ireland from 
the Seminaries abroad, under Pretence of 
preaching and adminiſtring the Sacraments, 
but really to withdraw the Subjects from their 
Obedience to the Queen. The ſame Law 
lays a Penalty upon abſenting from Church, 


and, after a Year's Abſence, enjoins the find- 
ing of Sureties for their Behaviour; which is 


not to be thought ſtrange or cruel, ' when the 
Emiſſaries of the Church of Rome, under whoſe 
Difcipline the Abſenters lived, were the pro- 
feſs'd Teachers of Rebellion, and when a De- 
ſign had been detected betu een the Spaniſh 
King and the Pope, to dethrone the Queen, 
and reſtore (o) Popery in the Kingdom. 

The next (p) Law againſt Papiſts commands 
all Zeſuits, Seminary Prieſts, ard others, to de- 
part the Realm. But turn to the Eiſtory of 

that 


(1) Camd, Ann 1570. FT Fkz.c.1. () Can. 
Ann. 1580. (o}—1578. (, 27 Elis. c. 2. 
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that Time, and there you will find great Num- 
bers of Prieſts corning daily into England, who 
taught that the () Queen was no Queen, and 
that whatever had been done by her Autho- 
rity ſince the Bull of Pope Pius, was null and 
void, The ſame Law forbids the ſending of 
Children or Contributions to the (7 )Seminaries 
abroad; and fo the ſame Hiſtorian tells us, 
of great Numbers of Children ſent over to 
thoſe Seminaries, and received there, on Con- 
dition that they firſt made a Vow to return, 
when they were inſtructed in their Learning 
and Diſcipline; that is, in the rankeſt Prin- 
ciples of Sedition and Rebellion. 

While they were thus diligent in ſending 
over their Emiſſaries to Corrupt the People, it 
is not to be wonder'd, that the great (5) Coun- 
cil of the Land ſhould countermine their En- 
deavours, by obliging all who ſhould be found 
guilty of Corrupting, to Abjure the Realm. 
And if, in the ſame Year, another () Law was 
made to baniſh Papiſts from Court, and con- 
fine them to the Neighbourhood of their own 
Dwellings; our (7) Hiſtories will explain it, 
by ſhewing, that in the Compaſs of a very few 
Years, ſeveral Deſigns had been formed and 
carried on, to Aaſſinate the Queen. 


(9) Camd. Ann. 1581. (r )—1 580. (5s) 35 Elis. c. i. 
(!) 35 Ex. c. 2. Cu.) Camd. Ann, 1584.1585, 1586, 15987. 
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King (w) James I, began his Reign with a 
Revival of Queen Elizabeth's Laws againſt 
Popery ; and well he might, when he refleQ- 
ed upon the many wicked Deſigns againſt the 
Perſon and Government of his Predeceſlor, 
and that, upon a Proſpect of her Dzath, they 
had, in the moſt publick Manner, diſputed 
his Title to ſucceed. 

Three (x) Years after, we find Papiſts confi- 
ned, under higher Penalties, to their Places of 
Abode, and greater Rewards propoſed for the 
diſcovering of Prieſts, and expreſs Declarations 
required, againſt the Pope's Authority to de- 

ole Princes and abſolve Subjects from their 
Obedience, and againſt diſpenting with Oaths, 
and taking them with Equivocations and men- 
tal Reſervations. But it is to be remembered, 
that all this was done upon the Diſcovery of 
the moſt helliſh and execrable Plot that we 
read of in any Age or Nation, the Gunpow- 
der-Treaſon; which, we all know, had been 
carried on by the Prieſts, upon thoſe very 
Principles, to the Point of Execution. 

To theſe Reſtraints, there were added, in 
the Reign of King (5) Charles the Second, the 
Sacramental Teſt, and the Excluſion of Papiſts 
out of the great Council of the Land. For 
the Occaſion of which, I need not appeal to 

Hiſtory : 

60 1 Fac. c 4. (] 3 Fac. c. 7 3 0 25 Car. 


2. c. 30. Car. 2. c. l. 
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Hiſtory: I may appeal to the Memory of 
Perſons ſtill living, for the Countenance given 
in that Reign to Popiſh Meaſures, and the 
Impatience of the Papiſts to put them in Ex- 
ecution, and the Attempts to ſhorten the Way 
for a Popiſh Succeſſor to the Throne; who, 
when he came to the Throne, did abundantly 
juſtify the Wiſdom of our Legiſlators, by ma- 
king the Removal of that Tef, one of his firſt 
Endeavours for the Eſtabliſhment of Popery. 

VII. It may be thought Preſumption in 
one of our Order, and eſpecially before this 
(2) learned Audience, to intermeddle in the 
Laws and Statutes of the Realm; but it will 
be favourably conſider'd, that they are Laws 
which concern Religion, and are only cited in 
an Hiſtorical Way; that, by comparing the 
ſeditious Pra#tices of the Papiſts, as recorded 
in our Hiſtories, with rhe ſeveral Laws they 
have occaſioned; it may appear at one View, 
That the Papiſts have been the ſole Authors 
of their own Misfortunes; That theſe Re- 
ſtraints, from Time to Time, were brought 
upon them by Rebellion, and not (as they 
pretend) by Religion; That the Eugliſb Le- 
giſlature have proceeded in their Reſtraints 


Gradually, as the repeated Attempts of the Pa- 


piſts upon the Perſons and Government of our 
Princes, have render'd them neceſſary; and, 

| That 
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That nothing can extort a ſanguinary Law 
from the Engliſh Temper, but an indiſpenſible 
Regard to their own Religion and Govern- 
ment. 

But what Severity ſoever may be pretended 
in the Laus, it is very certain there is none 
in the Execution. And he who conſiders how 
ſtrict the Laws, and how high the Penalties 
are, againſt any Prieſt who ſhall attempt to 
pervert a Subject to Popery, or ſhall ſay Maſs, 
or even be found in the Realm? and againſt 
all others who ſhall harbour a Prieſt in their 
Houſes, or ſend Children or Money to a Se- 
minary abroad: Whoever, I ſay, is apprized 
of the high Penalties upon theſe Practices, (to 
name no more) and then conſiders how com- 
mon and familiar they are among us, will ſee 
how little Miſchief the Papiſts fear from theſe 
terrible Laws they complain of, and how 
much they are indebted to the Goodneſs and 
Tenderneſs of the Eugliſb Government. 

But they muſt not 1 605 that the Engliſb 
Good-nature will hold out againſt all Provo- 
cations : The Laws will rouze themſelves and 
break looſe at the Sight of ſuch unprecedent- 


ed Freedom and Boldneſs, as we have beheld 


of late Days. It is a known Crime in the 


Eye of the Law, to import Popiſh Books 


from abroad; but we have ſeen them printed 
and publiſhed at Home, and diſperſed over 


the 
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the Nation with the greateſt Induſtry ; and 
not only fo, but 4 we have ſeen Advertiſements 
of the Place where a Variety of Popiſh Books 
were to be publickly fold. They know it is 
Capital to attempt the Perverting of a Pro- 
teſtant Subject ; which ſhould oblige them at 
leaſt to carry on the Work with far greater 
Caution and Secrecy, than they ſeem to think 
needful. They are ſtrictly forbidden to ſend 
Children to the Seminaries abroad ; but if a 
publick + Complaint was well grounded, (as 
I doubt not but it was) they are now begin- 
ning to bring the Seminaries Home. 

VIII. Theſe and the like Provocations ſtir- 
red up the Government * to take a ſtrict Sur- 
vey of the State of Popery in the Kingdom, 
in order to apply ſome effectual Remedy to 
that growing Evil. And as long as the Prieſts 
of the Church of Rome are ſo very buſy and 
active in their Work, it can never be an un- 
becoming Part in the Miniſters of a Pro- 
teſtant Church to lay to Heart the viſible. 
Increaſe of Popery, and to warn the People 
how zealous they are in promoting it; that 
fo, we may raiſe an equal Zeal and Concern 
for the true Proteſtant Religion eſtabliſhed 
among us. 


¶ Ann. 1746. + In Convocation ; Y a Seminary in 
Hampſhire. Ann. 1706. 
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